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Ministry in a Postmodern Context: Alternative Responses



Spurgeon Preaching at the Metropolitan Tabernacle

Circa 1890 — News Article
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Postmodernism
Early 1960’s to the Present

Universe Not Self-Contained *
No Basis for Morality and Values
Progress Not Inevitable *

No Basis for Truth *

Language of Public Debate Lost *
Meaning of Written Texts Lost
Limited Autonomy/Process
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Postmodernism |

Suspicion of Truth

Pluralism

Social Relativism



o
———

N
N
Y
-

Characteristics of Postmoder‘r’_};f -
Young People

Much more relational and communal and less
cerebral and individual...

2. Attracted to mystery in worship and life...
3. Resistive of cognitive/moral authority...

4. Desire the whole person to be addressed
Including the aesthetic aspect...

5. Open to many interpretations and many
viewpoints and wish for latitude to express
their own...

6. Suspicious of universal solutions...

/. Enjoy the good life of consumerism and
wealth while seeking its containment...
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1. identify with the life of Jesus...
2. transform secular space...
3. live highly communal lives...

Because of these three practices, they
welcome the stranger...
serve with generosity...
participate as producers...
create as created beings...
lead as a group...
take part in spiritual activities...
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The Emerging Church  §

The Emerging Church is an amorphous,
Incipient movement within the English
speaking Protestant church  which
focuses on reaching a Postmodern
generation (persons born after 1980).
Reflecting the needs and values of this
generation they emphasize authenticity,
creative worship expressions, a tolerant
perspective toward outsiders, (belong and
then believe) while seeking to retain a
Bible based theology and gospel.



Evangelicalism’'s commitment to
Enlightenment Captivity...

New approach to post-foundational
theology (Grenz, et al)...

Emerging Church...

Rethinking Biblical Theology from
the perspective of the Biblical
Narrative...
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Value of Emergent Critique £

. Critique of the Evangelical Church’s —~
Captivity to the Enlightenment...

. Understanding that the worldview crisis in
the West necessitates evaluation of
ministry practice...

. Commitment to authenticity in the midst of
the sell Jesus through marketing with the
emphasis on the benefits of salvation...

. Critique of the doctrine centered church
rather than the community centered
church has some things to commend it...

. Emphasis on the whole person including
the aesthetic/mystery...




Preliminary Evaluation of the g™
Emerging Church S== =

Postmodernism is usually viewed only Iin its -
most popular form in a thesis/antithesis
mode...

2. Postmodernity is accommodated without
ever confronting its non Christian aspects...

3. They seem not to grasp the full epistemic
crisis that Postmodernity propounds...

4. Character of the Form/Content of Words
which come from God is readily set aside for
media that speaks to this generation...

5. Ciriteria for choosing worship ethos from pre
reformation liturgy are not developed...




Preliminary Evaluation of the
Emerging Church ="
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6. The gospel no longer includes the areas o
judgment and repentance...

/. Gospelis denuded of Biblical tenets that
iInclude/exclude people from the kingdom...

8. Relational/Storey replaces righteousness
and justice...

9. Perspicuity of Scripture is set aside for many
Interpretations which allows for diversity of
theological and moral beliefs...

10. Issue of Biblical Authority is behind all of
these preliminary evaluation...
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Alternative 2: The Church £
as its own Culture 5

Matthew 5:13-16

1. Salt of the Earth — to become foolish...

2. Light of the World — represent kingdom
salvation to the world...

3. City Set on a Hill — issue is seen or not
seen...

4. Live in Such a Way that the Kingdom
Will Be Manifested...



Extra Ecclesiam Non Sit Salus
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The Missio Dei |

1. Theology Proper

a. Based in the character of God...

b. Based in the action of God...
1.) Father sends the Son...
2.) Father and Son send the Spirit...

3.) Father, Son and Spirit send the
church...

2. Implications for Ecclesiology...
3. Implication for Soteriology...



. Kingdom is distinct from everything
present and earthly...

. Kingdom comes as a cosmic catastrophic
event initiated by return of Son of Man...

. Election sustained — come from every
corner of the earth...

. Kingdom Is a gift, a realm one enters...

. In Kingdom beatitudes fulfilled, great
banquet...Kingdom inseparable from
Jesus’ own person and work...







Kingdom and Ch

1. The church Is the sign of the
kingdom in the present world...

2. The church Is an instrument of the
kingdom in the present world...

3. The church is a foretaste of the
kingdom In the present world...
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Kingdom and Church §

Church Mission Under the

Reign of God

1. Represents the kingdom as its
community...(koinonia)

2. Serves the Kingdom as its servant...
(diakonia)

3. Announces the Kingdom as Iits
messenger...(kerygma)
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The Redemptive Mandate §

Matthew 28:18-20

“ALL authority is given unto me ...
Move out and disciple ALL the nations,
Baptizing them into ALL of the name of God,

Teaching them to keep ALL | commanded you;
| myself am with you ALL the days even ...”
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Email Address
jmgrier@attglobal.net

Website

WWW.jamesmgrier.org

The Submerging Couple
July 30, 1954 — 2004







